STATEMENT AT THE WACSOF CUM WA EMBS DIALOGUE IN ABIDJAN 08 MAY 2008
 
Let me say thank you to the Secretary General and Staff of WACSOF for inviting PANAFSTRAG to this inaugural dialogue between the newly created coalition of EMBs of ECOWAS Member State and increasingly maturing Forum of CSOs in West Africa.
 
I will want to begin the statement by throwing the following challenges at both sides.
 
Firstly, let us explore the possibility of a West African Electoral Management Body that conduct and manage not only elections into ECOWAS Parliament but also manage Presidential and National Parliamentary. PANASTRAG is ready to work with WACSOF to carry out a feasibility study of pros and cons, benefits and loss, advantages and disadvantages in terms of costs, technology and burden sharing. 
 
The second challenge, can we together empower the West African Court of Justice to hear and judge petitions from National Presidential Elections and ECOWAS Parliamentary member Elections. What will be the impact on candidates, the Electorate and especially the political parties?
 
The third issue is decentralizing elections and encouraging electoral conduct and management bottom-up as it is done in many developed countries.
 
Finally, allowing our citizens in Diaspora to vote and the mechanism to make this happen while sharing best practices amongst ourselves.
 
At the end of the day, how do we improve the integrity of election while reducing cost, minimizing campaign expenses and corrupt practices, increasing voters’ confidence, making new effective and efficient use of technology and above all, discouraging those who want to stay in power forever?
 
In conclusion, is there any alternative to elections because even in developed countries, there are increasing problems, voters loss of interest and complaints.
 
I thank you.
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