COMMUNIQUE
The Pan-African Strategic and Policy Research Group (PANAFSTRAG) organized a Roundtable on “Small Arms and Light Weapon Proliferation in Nigeria” on the 6th of June, 2008, as one of its initiatives to mark the 2008 Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence.
The Roundtable was attended by Small Arms and Light Weapons experts and stakeholder from the Civil Society. The Roundtable focused mainly on civil society initiatives against Small Arms and Light Weapons Proliferation in Nigeria.

After five hours of intensive examination of the problems of SALW Proliferation in Nigeria, participants observed as follows:

1.
That despite the various efforts of the government and civil society to reduce the 
volume of illicit arms in the country, there is abundant evidence to indicate that 
SALW proliferation is still on the increase.

2.
That urban criminality in some cities in Nigeria, political/election violence and 
the Niger Delta conflict are fueled by the high volume of small arms and light 
weapons in the country.
3.
The existing mechanisms for combating “SALW Proliferation in Nigeria are not 
functioning effectively. It is therefore important to sharpen, re-focus and energise 
these mechanisms to make them result oriented..
4.
That civil society mechanisms and actions against SALW proliferation need to be 
urgently re-energized and re-focused so as to have impact on SALW 
proliferation.
Recommendations of the Roundtable:

1.
We urge the Federal Government to take urgent steps to make the National


Committee on 
Small Arms and Light Weapons (NATCOM) a National 
Commission 
established by law.
2.
We urge all governments and law enforcement agencies to overhaul existing
mechanisms for enforcement of Small Arms and Light Weapons 
proliferation 
to make them more functional.

3.
We urge governments to consider the establishment of “SALW Courts” and 
“SALW Police Units”. The courts are to be located in border communities.

4.
We urge the civil society to re-evaluate its present strategies, and to develop more 
effective and result oriented strategies for its campaign against SALW 
proliferation in Nigeria.
5.
We urge movie regulators and producers to develop mechanisms for reducing the 
violent use of guns in movies in Nigeria.

6.
We urge the Federal Government to sign the new convention on Cluster 
Munitions
7.
We urge the Federal Government to ban the local production and important of 
toy-guns into the country because of their negative influence on our children.
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