CALL FOR PAPERS:
 International Conference “'GLOBAL AFRICAN SPIRITUALITIES, SOCIAL CAPITAL AND PUBLIC ROLE”

Africa International University/ NEGST, Nairobi, Kenya
14-17th July 2010

This International Conference is a unique forum intended to bring together scholars, researchers, practitioners of diverse religious traditions and spiritualities, and policy makers for intellectual exchange and dialogue on a number of interrelated issues revolving around religion, spiritualities, social capital and public (civic) role. First, it provides a platform in which scholars/researchers on African and African-derived religions and spiritualities encounter practitioners of these diverse traditions firsthand. Until now, several religious traditions and spiritualities are often largely ignorant or unaware of the scholarly publications, literature and research findings about them. The practitioner’s critical feedback on scholarly writings is no doubt crucial in negotiating authenticity/falsity of sources, analysis and interpretation. This Conference thus serves as a laboratory in which scholars/researchers can test their hypotheses and/or present research findings on respective groups, with corresponding feedback/criticisms from the practitioners themselves. Second, the Conference attempts to stimulate and foster a common dialogue, by gathering people with diverse research expertise on the one hand, and practitioners with varied religious/spiritual backgrounds on the other, to highlight and explore how and to what extent African religious traditions and spiritualities may cohere on the critical issues which confront the African continent, their ‘faiths’ in relation to the wider, global community. The programme shall focus on interrelated issues of religion and health, politics, education, economy, poverty, conflict/violence, war, justice and will revolve around the following sub-themes:

· religion, spiritualities and sustainable development in Africa

· Identity – religious, spiritual, cultural

· new approaches to interfaith dialogue and coexistence

· religion, spiritualities and African politico-economies

· religion, spirituality, social capital and public role 

· religion, spirituality and self-reliance

· religion and war, violence, conflict resolution and management

· religion, spiritualities and health

· ethics, socio-cultural values, and social action

· African diasporic religions and spiritualities

· African and African-derived religions and spiritualities in a new global order

Paper/presentation proposals based or related to one or more of the above themes are invited from the interested public. Such a proposal should reflect and interrogate the general theme of the Conference as well as focus specifically on one or more of the sub themes above. Papers drawing upon theoretical focus, but also pragmatic-centred research, analysis and implementation schemes that espouse the construction and negotiation of social and religious-spiritual capital within Africa and the African Diaspora (the global African community) will be encouraged.

Interested panelists are invited to submit a paper/abstract proposal (max. 200 words), stating institutional affiliation, on or before 10 October 2009. Abstract proposals and all correspondences regarding the conference should be sent electronically (email) to the conference organisers: Afe Adogame – a.adogame@ed.ac.uk; Ishola Williams - isholawilliams@yahoo.com; Grace Wamue - gwamue2000@yahoo.com; and Mark Shaw - markshaw2020@gmail.com
