Proposal for a Survey on Youths’ Involvement in Election Violence and Rigging in Nigeria
1.0 Introduction.
One of the most significant features of democracy is the provision that citizens should decide for themselves who will govern them and represent their interests.  Though the processes of selecting representatives and those who will govern have varied across times and societies, modern states have come to focus on elections as one of the most critical elements in the selection of leaders.  Beyond this, elections are also considered a significant feature of democracies, for without them, competition for power would be much more chaotic.  Furthermore, one of the most significant functions of elections is to legitimise a political system, ensure the accountability of leaders, and reinforce people’s participation in the political system.  Yet, there have been very few instances where these goals are fulfilled in Nigeria.  More often, elections are battlegrounds where violent conflicts occur because of electoral frauds that mar the legitimacy and erode the stability of the political system. 

Election violence is any act of violence perpetrated in the course of political activities including pre, during and post election periods, and may include any of the following acts: thuggery, use of force to disrupt political meetings or voting at polling stations, or the use of dangerous weapons to intimidate voters and other electoral processes, or to cause bodily harm or injury to any person connected with electoral processes.  

Nigerians seems to have acquired a culture of political/electoral violence. Violence has become part of the political culture in Nigeria such that all elections since independence (Nigeria has conducted six general elections since independence in 1960. The elections were held in 1964, 1979, 1983, 1993, 1999, 2003 and 2007) are virtually violence ridden. All of these elections were substantially marred by various types of electoral violence or violence associated with party politics and conduct of elections. Thus, one of the major challenges of managing the electoral systems in Nigeria is how to prevent pre, during and post election violence. 

2.0 Problem Statement 

Electoral violence affects the credibility of the electoral system, the democratic system and the rule of law. The nature, extent and magnitude of violence and rigging associated with elections in this country are posing a serious threat to the national quest for stable democratic transition, as well as the attainment of the long term goal of consolidated democracy. Unless serious work is done to deal with these problems, at this early stage, they could grow and assume monstrous proportions, such as could derail not just the Nigerian democratic process but also the Nigerian national project. 
At the centre of electoral violence and rigging are the youths who are used as party thugs, party workers (drivers etc), and who are made to form youth wings used by party henchmen for political violence and criminal activities for token sums. During the 2007 general elections there was abundant evidence that clearly indicated that Nigerian youths were deeply involved in the massive rigging that characterised the elections. It was clear that youths participants actively in the blood letting that marred the elections and jolted people’s confidence in the democratic processes.
 Youths’ involvement in electoral violence and rigging contribute to a substantial level to the existing culture of political corruption in the country which is currently eroding people’s confidence in the electoral system, our nascent democracy and the rule of law. Apart from these, the youths themselves are being destroyed in three main ways. One, many are wounded and even killed in some of these violent acts.  Two, the future of our youths are negatively affected. Instead of being engaged in productive ventures that would prepare them for future leadership and productive adult lives they are rather engaged in destructive violent activities that could destroy them. Third, electoral violence and rigging erodes credibility in the rule of law and impact negatively in democratic activities. By engaging in electoral violence and rigging, Nigerian youths are helping to erode confidence in the system, and thus working against the current campaign to make Nigeria a truly democratic country for the benefit of all.
3.0 Proposed Intervention. 

To address the problem of youths’ involvement in electoral violence in Nigeria, it is imperative that we re-examine, first, the nature and scope of youths’ involvement in electoral violence and rigging in Nigeria to properly understand the magnitude of the problem. Two, to evaluate also the causes and reasons for youths’ involvement in electoral violence and rigging in Nigeria. 

The main intervention strategy is through a scientific survey on youths’ involvement in election rigging and violence during the 2007 elections in Nigeria. This would be a survey of the nature, scope and reasons for youths’ involvement in election violence and rigging. It would examine the key areas, issues and problems of youths’ involvement in election violence and vote rigging in Nigeria. Based on the findings, there will be recommendations to guide policymakers and stakeholders to combat this menace. 
4.0 Objectives of the Roundtables 

The central objective of the project is to examine the nature, scope and reasons of youths involvement in elections violence and rigging in Nigeria. Other objectives of the survey are:
· To verify the magnitude Nigerian youths involvement in election violence and rigging.

· To provide data for policy makers and stakeholder so as to address this problem.

· To contribute in the campaign to end election violence and rigging by providing data on the nature and scope of youths involvement in election violence and rigging in Nigeria

5.0 Methodology and Period

The methodologies for the project are:

1 A roundtable of selected experts and project team to properly analyse the major issues and to develop a research methodology for the survey
2. Field Survey
6.0 Outcome

The outcome will be: 

a. A report of the roundtable and survey.

b. A book documenting the outcomes of the survey.
7.0. Scope: Because of lack of funds and also to ensure proper coverage, this first phase of the project will be carried out in Lagos State only. Lagos has a population of about 10 million people and is the centre of commercial activities in Nigeria. Because of its size, it plays significant political roles in Nigeria. The survey will be limited to 2007 general election in Nigeria.
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7.0 Budget
(a)  ONE  DAY  ROUNDTABLE IN  LAGOS
(1)Accommodation for 5               N10,000X5X2-------------------                 N100,000

(2)Air fare for 5                              N40, 000X5------------------------              N200,000

(3)Local Transportation for 15     N3, 000X15-----------------------               N45,000

(4)Hall                                                                                                               N80,000

(5)Per diem for  5--------------------N5,000 X5X2----------------------              N50,0000

(6)Honorarium for 2 Rapporteurs   N50,000x2------------------------            N100,000

(7)Honorarium for 1 Facilitator                                                                     N60,000
(8) Admin/logistics-------------------------------------------------------------------- N70,000

(9)Report Writing--------------------------------------------------------------------- N30,000

(B) FIELD SURVEY

(1) Honorarium for 5 Researchers               N100,000 x5--------- ------------N500,000

(2) Honorarium for Project Coordinator-----------------------------------------N150,000

(3Perdiem for 6---------------------------------3,000x10 days x6------------------N180,000

(4) Report writing---------------------------------------------------------------------N50,000

(5) Honorarium for report writing               N50, 000x2----------------------N100,000
(C) Publication------------------------------------------------------------------------N700,000
SUBTOTAL----------------------------------------------------------------------------N2,415,000

10%Institutional Capacity Building-------------------------------------------------N255,000
GRANDTOTAL                                                                           N2,670,000

